He was then well until November 1965 when he had a further melhna, and in January 1966 he was referred to the Gordon Hospital. His symptoms then were melena and mild effort dyspncea. On examination: Clinically anwmic; a mobile rounded mass was palpable in his abdomen. Investigations: Hb 8 g/100 ml; barium meal and follow-through negative. Laparotomy (25.5.66, Mr K P Robinson) revealed about twenty nodules varying in size from 1 mm to 4 cm involving the omentum and mesentery. The small intestine was closely adherent to the largest nodule. Liver normal. All visible nodules, together with 25 cm of small intestine, were removed. Macroscopically the largest nodules showed central necrosis and hemorrhage (Fig 1) . Microscopically all sections showed leiomyosarcoma, with multiple spindle cells and numerous mitotic figures.
Post-operatively the patient received a course of radiotherapy and is now very well.
Discussion
This case illustrates some typical features of leiomyosarcoma of the small intestine.
In a series by Starr & Dockerty (1955) the maximum age incidence was between 50 and 60, and melbna, abdominal pain, palpable abdominal mass and intestinal obstruction were the commonest presentations. The patient shows all these features. Weight loss, intussusception and peritonitis can also occur. The site of the tumour was also typical. In a series of 92 quoted by Bockus (1964) 31 were in the jejunum, 31 in the ileum and 18 in the duodenum where they may clinically mimic a duodenal ulcer. The tumours often grow extramurally and, as in this case, may not be seen on barium follow-through studies. The value of radiotherapy is doubtful.
The tumours are of low-grade malignancy and with adequate resection the prognosis is good.
It is concluded that exploratory laparotomy is probably justified in any patient with repeated melena in whom other investigations are negative. Dr J B Howells (London) suggested that selective celiac or superior mesenteric arteriography might be a more acceptable recurrent diagnostic procedure and if carefully planned and carried out should demonstrate recurrent neoplastic lesions of the intestine. As far as he was aware little work of this kind had so far been published.
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